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Colonel Robert “Otis” Winkler, U.S. Air Force (Ret.) Joins 
The SPECTRUM Group 

 
Alexandria, Va. – May 4, 2023 – The SPECTRUM Group (TSG) is pleased to announce that Colonel 
Robert “Otis” Winkler, U.S. Air Force (Ret.) has joined its firm. Colonel Winkler delivers significant 
experience in advanced technology, weapons, aviation, and warfighting projects and associated U.S. 
Congressional and defense innovation domains, amplifying TSG’s Air Force, Security, and 
Government Relations practice area capabilities. 
 
“We are delighted to have the wealth of public and private national security experience that Colonel 
Winkler brings to our clients. From his background in Department of Defense (DoD), U.S. Space 
Force and Space Command, and DARPA programs and innovation efforts, he can assist our clients 
with valuable insights into cutting-edge Air Force, Army, and space activity programming and 
budgeting opportunities,” said TSG’s President, Major General George Close, U.S. Army (Ret.). 
 
Colonel Winkler’s unique background includes serving as a professional staff member on the Senate 
Armed Services Committee (SASC) and as staff lead for the SASC Airland Subcommittee. In these 
roles, he led legislative oversight of all Air Force and Army programs and of all space activities, 
including U.S. Space Force and Space Command, DoD manned and unmanned aviation, 
electromagnetic spectrum operations, warfighting networks, and DoD hypersonic and counter-
hypersonic weapons development. 
 
Before joining TSG, Colonel Winkler served as Director and Senior Principal of Strategy and 
Advanced Technology for the Harris Corporation (now L3Harris Technologies), where he led DoD 
innovation program efforts including Service Labs, DARPA, SCO, and DIUX. Colonel Winkler’s 27-
year Air Force career included service as Director, Weapons Systems Division for the Office of 
Legislative Liaison in the Pentagon, and as Special Assistant to the Director of DARPA. 
 
In addition to his work at The SPECTRUM Group, Colonel Winkler serves as the Vice President for 
Corporate Development and National Security Programs at Kratos Defense and Security Solutions. 
He is a lecturer on Congress and the national security enterprise at The George Washington 
University and a Non-Resident Fellow at The Mitchell Institute for Aerospace Studies. 
 
 
The SPECTRUM Group (TSG) is a premier Washington, D.C.-based strategic consulting, government 
relations, and professional services firm. Since 1993, SPECTRUM’s diversified practice has helped 
U.S. and global clients achieve their defense, security, and government business objectives. 
 
Colonel Winkler can be reached at (703) 683-4222 or rwinkler@spectrumgrp.com. 
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